
Ethics Primer

of the

American Psychiatric Association



American Psychiatric Association 
Ethics Committee

David S. Wahl, M.D., Chair
Richard D. Milone, M.D., Vice-Chair

Members and Consultants

William Arroyo, M.D.
Beverly J. Fauman, M.D.
Peter B. Gruenberg, M.D.
Lawrence Hartmann, M.D.
Donald G. Langsley, M.D.

Wade C. Myers, M.D.
Mary Marshall Overstreet, M.D., J.D.

Daniel S. Polster, M.D.
Gary S. Weinstein, M.D.

Robert M. Wettstein, M.D.

Others

Lesley Blake, M.D.
JoAnn E. Macbeth, J.D.

Staff Liaison

Carol Davis

This book was supported by a grant from the 
American Psychiatric Foundation.



Published by the
American Psychiatric Association

Washington, D.C.

Ethics Primer

of the

American Psychiatric Association



Note: The findings, opinions, and conclusions of this report do not
necessarily represent the views of the officers, trustees, or all members
of the American Psychiatric Association. Each report, however, does
represent the thoughtful judgment and findings of the committee of
experts who composed it. These reports are considered a substantive
contribution to the ongoing analysis and evaluation of problems,
programs, issues, and practices in a given area of concern.

Copyright  2001 American Psychiatric Association
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Manufactured in the United States of America on acid-free paper
04 03 02 01 4 3 2 1
First Edition

American Psychiatric Association
1400 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005
www.psych.org

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
American Psychiatric Association.

Ethics primer of the American Psychiatric Association.
p. ; cm.

Prepared by members of the Ethics Committee of the American
Psychiatric Association.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-89042-317-2 (alk. paper)

   1. Psychiatric ethics—United States. I. American Psychiatric
Association. Ethics Committee. II. Title.

[DNLM: 1. Ethics, Medical—United States. 2. Psychiatry—
standards—United States. WM 62 A512e2001]
  RC455.2.E8 A47 2001
  174′.2—dc21

00-058662

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A CIP record is available from the British Library.


