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Biographical Sketch: 
 
Ellen Leibenluft, M.D. is Senior Investigator and Chief of the Section on Bipolar Spectrum Disorders 
in the Emotion and Development Branch, Mood and Anxiety Program, National Institute of Mental 
Health, and Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Georgetown University School of Medicine.  
 
Her research focuses on the brain mechanisms involved in bipolar disorder in children and 
adolescents.  In addition, since questions have been raised as to whether children with impairing 
irritability should be diagnosed with bipolar disorder, Dr. Leibenluft conducts research on this 
question, including studies on the brain mechanisms mediating severe irritability in children.   
 
Dr. Leibenluft received her B.A. from Yale University summa cum laude and her M.D. from Stanford 
University.  After completing residency training at Georgetown University Hospital, she served on the 
faculty there as director of the psychiatric inpatient unit and day hospital.  She came to the NIMH in 
1989, and since that time has been conducting research on bipolar disorder. She has approximately 
100 professional publications and is a Deputy Editor of the Journal of the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and a member of the editorial boards of the American Journal of 
Psychiatry, Biological Psychiatry, Bipolar Disorders, Depression and Anxiety, and the Journal of 
Child and Adolescent Psychopharmacology.  
  
Dr. Leibenluft is a member of the American College of Neuropsychopharmacology, the American 
Psychiatric Association Work Groups on Childhood Disorders and Mood Disorders for DSM-V, and 
the Child and Adolescent Bipolar Foundation Professional Advisory Board.  Her awards include the 
Distinguished Psychiatrist Award of the American Psychiatric Association, Special Service Awards 
from the NIH, the NIMH and NIH Outstanding Mentor Awards, and the Virginia Tarlow Memorial 
Lectureship at Northwestern University.  
 
UNCOMPENSATED AFFILIATIONS WITH NON-PROFIT OR ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAY HAVE A 

DIRECT OR INDIRECT INTEREST IN PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT, OR THE DSM-V : CALENDAR 

YEARS 2005, 2006, 2007, AND FOR 2008, ACTIVITIES TO DATE AND COMMITMENTS FOR REMAINDER 

OF YEAR.  
 

 
Non-Profit and Advocacy Organizations 

 
Year(s) 

 
Role 

 
Child and Adolescent Bipolar Foundation  

 
2005-2008 

Scientific Advisory 
Board 

 
NAMI  

 
2005-2008 

Scientific Advisory 
Board 

 
The two tables below represent Dr. Leibenluft’s disclosure of significant interests and affiliations for:  
(1) The full calendar years of 2005, 2006, and 2007; and (2) for 2008, interests and affiliations to 
date and commitments for remainder of the year.   
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Dr. Leibenluft has agreed that, from the time of approval through the publication of DSM-V, projected 
in 2012, (his/her) aggregate annual income derived from industry sources (excluding unrestricted 
research grants) will not exceed $10,000 in any calendar year.  
 
 

KEY NUMBER:      
1. Consultation Fees  (include scientific advisory 
boards)  
2. Full- or Part-time Employee 
3. Industry-related Grant-Research Support received 
or pending 
4. Honoraria (includes Speakers’ Bureau) 
5. Stock or other financial options   

6. Expert testimony 
7.  Royalties (including right to share of revenue or 
profit from pharmaceutical, device or other 
development or product) 
8. Patents received or pending  
9. Officer, director/trustee, executive (specify) 
10.  Other  (specify) 

 
 
DISCLOSURE OF SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS FOR 2005, 2006, AND 2007 
 

 
Commercial or Other Organization 

 
Year(s) 

 
Key #(s) 

 
None 

  

 
 
DISCLOSURE OF SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS TO DATE FOR 2008 AND COMMITMENTS FOR REMAINDER OF 

YEAR 
 

 
Commercial or Other Organization 

 
Year(s) 

 
Key #(s) 

 
None 

  

 


