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Biographical Sketch: 
Francesca Happé is Professor in Cognitive Neuroscience at the MRC Social, Genetic and 
Developmental Psychiatry Centre at the Institute of Psychiatry (King’s College London). She studied 
Experimental Psychology at Oxford, and did her PhD on autism at UCLunder the supervision of Prof 
Uta Frith. Her research interests centre on autism and Asperger Syndrome.  She has conducted 
research into the nature of the social and communication problems in these conditions, and their 
possible basis in impairments of ‘theory of mind’. She is also actively engaged in studies of abilities 
and assets in people with autism, and their relation to detail-focused perceptual and cognitive style 
(‘weak central coherence’). As well as cognitive methods, her research involves functional imaging 
studies, exploration of acquired brain lesions and, most recently, behaviour genetic methods.  Her 
research has been supported by the Medical Research Council, the Economic and Social research 
Council and the Wellcome Trust. The British Psychological Society awarded her the Spearman 
Medal, and the Experimental Psychology Society named her as the recipient of the 7th EPS Prize. 
 

UNCOMPENSATED AFFILIATIONS WITH NON-PROFIT OR ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAY HAVE A 

DIRECT OR INDIRECT INTEREST IN PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT, OR THE DSM-V: CALENDAR 

YEARS 2005, 2006, 2007, AND FOR 2008, ACTIVITIES TO DATE AND COMMITMENTS FOR REMAINDER 

OF YEAR.  
 

 
Non-Profit and Advocacy Organizations 

 
Year(s) 

 
Role 

 
Consultant (no fee) to Asperger Syndrome school, North Hill house, 
now owned by Priory Group UK 

 
 

2005-present 

Advisor, Chair of 
steering committee 
(no reminueration) 

 
The two tables below represent Dr. Happé’s disclosure of significant interests and affiliations for:  (1) 
The full calendar years of 2005, 2006, and 2007; and (2) for 2008, interests and affiliations to date 
and commitments for remainder of the year.   
 
Dr. Happé has agreed that, from the time of approval through the publication of DSM-V, projected in 
2012, (his/her) aggregate annual income derived from industry sources (excluding unrestricted 
research grants) will not exceed $10,000 in any calendar year.  

 

KEY NUMBER:      
1. Consultation Fees  (include scientific advisory 
boards)  
2. Full- or Part-time Employee 
3. Industry-related Grant-Research Support received 
or pending 
4. Honoraria (includes Speakers’ Bureau) 
5. Stock or other financial options   

6. Expert testimony 
7.  Royalties (including right to share of revenue or 
profit from pharmaceutical, device or other 
development or product) 
8. Patents received or pending  
9. Officer, director/trustee, executive (specify) 
10.  Other  (specify) 
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DISCLOSURE OF SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS FOR 2005, 2006, AND 2007 
 

 
Commercial or Other Organization 

 
Year(s) 

 
Key #(s) 

 
 
Autism Speaks  

 
 

2007-2009 

10 (Mentoring 
charity-funded 

Postdoc student) 

 
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry (Joint Editor) 

 
2006 

 
4 

 
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 

 
2005-2006 

 
9 (Joint Editor) 

 
Anglo-American Charity 

 
2005-2007 

 
3 

 
Mind & Language 

 
2005-2007 

 
9 (Editor) 

 

DISCLOSURE OF SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS TO DATE FOR 2008 AND COMMITMENTS FOR REMAINDER OF 

YEAR 
 

 
Commercial or Other Organization 

 
Year(s) 

 
Key #(s) 

 
 
Autism Speaks  

 
 

2008 

10 (Mentoring 
charity-funded 

Postdoc student) 

 
Mind & Language 

 
2008 

 
9 (Editor) 

 
 


